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REF:  SECSTATE  124618 

Classified  By:  Political  Officer  Marisa  Plowden,  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  an 
d (d) 

11_1 . (C)  Political  Officer  spoke  with  European  Commission  RELEX 
Head  of  Unit  for  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan  David  Tirr  and  Desk 
Officer  for  Pakistan  Heino  Marius  on  November  26  concerning 
ref tel  demarche.  Tirr  said  that  the  Commission  would  like 
additional  information  before  making  any  decisions  regarding 
the  conference.  He  noted  that  the  Commission  needed  to  be 
prepared  to  respond  to  questions  from  member  states.  Tirr 
said  that  the  Commission  was  taken  by  surprise  by  the 
fast-approaching  date  proposed  for  the  donors  conference.  He 
explained  that  it  would  take  several  weeks  for  the  Commission 
to  pull  together  a potential  package  to  offer  at  a 
conference.  He  also  expressed  doubt  over  whether  a 
Commissioner  would  be  able  to  attend  on  such  short  notice. 

J_2 . (C)  On  substance,  Tirr  said  that  it  was  not  the 

Commission's  impression  that  so  much  additional  donor  funding 
($4  billion)  was  needed  for  Pakistan,  on  top  of  the  $7.6 
billion  stand-by  arrangement  with  the  Government  of  Pakistan. 

He  asked  for  more  information  regarding  the  assumption  that 
the  IMF  funding  would  be  inadequate.  He  said  member  states 
were  likely  to  ask  why  the  IMF  had  not  provided  more  money 
if,  as  our  demarche  said,  "without  this  additional  assistance 
from  the  donor  community,  Pakistan  is  unlikely  to  be  able  to 
implement  the  IMF  program  successfully."  Tirr  also  called 
into  question  the  prudence  of  providing  so  much  additional 
funding  before  Pakistan  was  in  a position  to  implement  the 
conditionality  of  the  IMF  loan.  Tirr  said  that  the 
Commission  would  appreciate  additional  information  from 
Washington  regarding  these  concerns.  The  Commission  is  also 
intersted  in  any  information  we  can  share  with  them  regarding 
reactions  from  other  potential  donor  countries.  Finally, 

Tirr  noted  that  if  there  were  broad  consensus  in  the  Friends 
of  Pakistan  group  about  going  forward  with  a donor's 
conference,  the  Commission  would  be  amenable. 

1I_3  ■ (C)  ACTION  REQUEST:  Given  this  level  of  initial 

resistance  from  a major  potential  donor,  post  urgently 
requests  additional  information  to  respond  to  these  questions 


from  the  Commission. 
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